THE   CONCERT   OF   EUROPE
Social democrats, as in duty bound) have made demon" strations in favour of peace, but are now keeping very quiet. . . . The Kaiser, despite some changes of mood, is now very serious and very calm"
In Petersburg they were quite as determined. The German Ambassador drives to the Tsar in Peterhof in the afternoon, and says:
"7 should like to describe to Tour Majesty, quite openly, the impression which the general Russian mobilisation is bound to make in Germany. It will be regarded not only as a threat and challenge to Germany, but also as an insult to the German Kaiser, who is still attempting to mediate."
The Tsar listens "without moving a muscle which might betray his inner feelings," then says:
"Doyou really think so?"                '                     :.*•••
Pourtales: "The only thing which could still avert war would be cancellation of the edict of mobilisation"
The Tsar: "Tou have been an officer yourself, and must therefore know that it is technically impossible to suspend orders of that sort" Thereupon he shows Pourtai&s a telegram and an unfinished letter to the German Kaiser* He does not yet wholly admit defeat, for he sends a General off to Berlin. This Russian Peace General never reached Berlin, any more than Berchtold's long-delayed, acceptance from Vienna ever reached London.
As Germany simultaneously made the question of peace or war depend on cancellation of the'Russian mobilisation, it may be noted as a fact that things caixle) to war because no one can suspend a mobilisation "with* out a mishap"                                                          .
At midnight on the following day Count PourtalSs the German Ultimatum. .Sazonqv asked: are you not satisfied with  the   Tsar's  word of German Kaiser?" .
it Md only as long as there still remained a *? <®m$osmg the Austro-Russian quarrel on account IT<&*&** €myon ^w me a guarantee that Russia intends
15-0mbassador to begm "commotions" with Sazondv, i.e. to talk over
